
A holiday classic.
	 The Dance Gallery of 
Sioux Falls, SD, presents 

“The Nutcracker Ballet” Friday-
Sunday, Nov. 27-29, and Saturday-
Sunday, Dec. 5-6, at the Orpheum 
Theatre in Sioux Falls, SD.
	 The troupe has been rehearsing 
since Tuesday, Sept. 1. The perfor-
mance is unique in that it features 
local dancers exclusively.
	 “Often times productions will 
bring in professional dancers to fill 
the major roles,” said director Jack-
ie Pederson-Kriens, “essentially not 
allowing local dancers the chance 
to perform famous and historically 
important ballet roles. We are lucky 
to have strong dancers that have 
the ability to perform the presti-
gious parts such as the Sugar Plum 
Fairy or the Nutcracker Prince.”
	 “Our dancers know that if they 
work hard, someday they can have 
the opportunity to dance any of the 
principal roles in our Nutcracker,” 
Pederson-Kriens said.
	 And one local dancer has worked 
just that hard.
	 Amy Hurley of Canton, SD, 
stars in “The Nutcracker” as Clara, 
a young girl who travels through 
a fantasy world with her beloved 
nutcracker doll, meeting fairies, 
princes, toy soldiers and an army of 
mice.
	 Hurley, 11, is very excited to play 
Clara.
	 While she and other dancers 
auditioned for a variety of roles, 
she was thrilled to find out she had 
been chosen as Clara.
	 Hurley, who is in sixth grade 
at Sioux Falls Christian Middle 
School, has been in ballet since she 
was 3.

	 This is her first “Nutcracker” per-
formance and the first time she has 
had to work with other dancers on 
lifts.
	 “I have never really partnered 
with people before,” she said. “So 
it was brand new for me.”
	 “The Nutcracker Ballet” also 
marks Hurley’s acting debut, which 
has been a welcomed challenge for 
the young dancer.
	 “Getting the acting is a big part,” 
she said. “I’ve never really been a 
big actor.”
	 Though composed in the late 
1800s, Hurley sees herself in Clara.
	 “She fights with her brother, 
which is of course like me,” Hurley 
said. “I think she is happy when 
she’s around her family, and that is 
also what I am.”
	 Clara’s journeys through a world 
of make-believe also resonate with 
Hurley.
	 “I am a fantasy fairy tale dreamer 
person,” she said.
	 Hurley, like Clara, is also close 
with one of her uncles. And while 
Clara’s prized possession is a nut-
cracker doll, Hurley believes all 
audiences will see themselves in 
Clara.
	 “Everyone has their own prized 
possessions,” Hurley said.
	 Hurley encourages all to come 
out and see “The Nutcracker Bal-
let.”
	 “Everyone has put an amazing 
amount of work into this,” she 
said. “It’s going to be a great perfor-
mance. We have amazing choreog-
raphers.”
	 “It’s a great holiday story,” she 
said. “And there are just very tal-
ented people in this performance.” 
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Local dancers 
perform ‘Nutcracker’
Young dancer learning much in rehearsing role of Clara

EMILY SWEET LANDEGENT  |  Staff writer 
At a Glance:
WHat: The Dance Gallery pres-
ents “The Nutcracker Ballet”

WHERE: Orpheum Theatre, 315 
N. Phillips Ave., Sioux Falls, SD

WHEn: 4 p.m. Friday, Nov. 27; 
2 and 7 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 28; 
2 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 29; 2 and 
7 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 5; 2 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 6.

COSt: Advance: $12 adult, $8 
children. Door: $14 adult, $10 
children.

COntaCt: (605) 338-3740

ONLINE: www.dancegallerysd.
net/nutcracker-ballet.php

Free film:
 An iconic 
holiday film 
in a classic 
t h e a t r e 
setting. The 
Sioux City 
O r p h e u m 
T h e a t r e 
p r e s e n t s 
a  f r e e 
screening 
of “It’s A 
Wonderful 
Life” 7 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 28. One of the 
most popular and heartwarming 
fi lms ever made, director 
Frank Capra regarded this as 
his own personal favorite, as 
did star Jimmy Stewart. The 
film follows a savings-and-
loan manager who struggles 
against a greedy banker and 
his own self-doubting nature 
in a small town. Earnest do-
gooder George Bailey (Jimmy 
Stewart) recognizes his life as 
wonderful and truly rich, even in 
its humdrum and bleak nature, 
after he suffers hardships and 
mishaps and learns what his 
small town would be like without 
him. For more information, visit 
www.orpheumlive.com.

Quotable:	
	 “I am a fantasy fairy tale 

dreamer person,”

Amy Hurley
portraYs cLara in  

“the nUtcracker” baLLet
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Amy Hurley and her partner practice for the upcoming perfor-
mance of “The Nutcracker Ballet.”
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